Course Title: Politics of Conflict and Peace in Kashmir

Course Code: PCS 829
Credit Hours: 3 (3-0)

Course Description

This course explores the historical, political, legal, and socio-cultural dimensions of
the Kashmir conflict. It situates the issue within the broader context of South Asian
regional politics, India-Pakistan relations, and global power dynamics. Starting from
the Partition of 1947 and the princely state’s accession, the course examines
successive wars, insurgencies, peace efforts, and international mediation attempts.
Special attention is given to the freedom struggle, human rights concerns, the
abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, and the evolving positions of Pakistan, India,
China, and global actors. The course also highlights voices from within Kashmir,

exploring identity, resistance, and peacebuilding initiatives.
Course Objectives

e To provide a historical grounding of the Kashmir conflict from 1947 to the
present.

e To critically assess the political, legal, and diplomatic dimensions of the
dispute.

o To analyze the role of state, non-state, and international actors in the conflict.

« To explore human rights, identity, and the everyday lived experiences of
Kashmiris.

e To evaluate peace initiatives, negotiations, and confidence-building
measures.

e To enable students to propose research-based solutions and policy options

for sustainable peace.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course, students will be able to:

« Explain the historical and legal foundations of the Kashmir conflict.



o Assess the impact of India-Pakistan wars and bilateral diplomacy on the
issue.

« Analyze the freedom struggle in Kashmir and its regional/global implications.

o Evaluate the 2019 constitutional changes in Jammu & Kashmir and their
consequences.

« Critically engage with human rights reports and peacebuilding strategies.

e« Apply peace and conflict theories to the Kashmir case in comparative
perspective.

Course Contents

* Introduction: Why Kashmir Matters? Theories of Ethno-National Conflict

* The Princely State of Jammu & Kashmir: Accession and Partition 1947

* The First Kashmir War (1947-48) and UN Resolutions

* Wars of 1965 and 1971: Shifting Territorial and Political Dynamics

* The Simla Agreement and Bilateralism in Indo-Pak Relations

* Freedom struggle in Kashmir: Roots, Phases, and Actors

« Human Rights, Militarization, and Kashmiri Civilian Experiences

» Peace Efforts and CBMs: Lahore, Agra, Track-Il Dialogues

» Abrogation of Article 370 (2019): Legal, Political, and Regional Implications

* Media, Narrative Warfare, and Information Politics on Kashmir

* Role of Regional Actors: Pakistan, India, China, and Afghanistan

* Role of International Actors: UN, U.S., EU, OIC, and NGOs

* Women, Minorities, and Marginalized Voices in the Kashmir Conflict

» Socio-Economic Dimensions: Development, Education, and Tourism in
Kashmir

« Diaspora, Transnational Advocacy, and Global Kashmir Solidarity Movements

» Future Trajectories: Autonomy, Integration, or Independence?
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